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Introduction

This section introduces the research, setting out the aims, objectives, research questions

and hypotheses. It includes a rationale for the research and a summary of the report structure.
(a) Background to the Study

(b) Statement of the problem

(c) Objectives of the study

(d) Research Questions and/or hypotheses

(e) Outline of the Thesis
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Chapter One: Literature Review

This section includes all your background research, which may be obtained from the literature
of previous research. You must indicate from where all the information to which you refer has

come, so remember to keep a complete record of everything you read.

If you do not do this, you could be accused of plagiarism which is a form of intellectual theft.
When you are referring to a particular book or journal article, find out the accepted standard for

referencing of APA.
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Chapter Two: Methodology

This section includes a description of, and justification for, the chosen methodology and
research methods. It should contain a description of the data to be studied, a description of the
sampling and collection methods of this data, an overview of the analytical tools used to analyze

the data and a procedure of the analysis to be done.
(a) Data Description and Selection Criteria
(b) Analytic Tools (quantitative and qualitative)

(c) Procedure
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Chapter Three: Data Analysis and Findings

This section includes your main findings. The content of this section will depend on your
chosen methodology and methods. If you have conducted a large quantitative survey, this
section may contain tables, graphs, pie charts and associated statistics. If you have conducted
a qualitative piece of research this section may consist of descriptive prose containing lengthy

quotations.

In this part, you also need to focus on discussing and evaluating what you found, showing
how it relates to your literature review and research questions, and making an argument in

support of your overall conclusion.
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Chapter Four: Conclusion

This chapter is composed of three sections: the first is a summary of the main findings, the
second is a statement of the implications of this research and the third is a discussion of its

limitations.
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Appendices

An appendix serves the function of providing greater clarity and authenticity for the readers of
the thesis. It includes the material which cannot be logically included in the main body of the
research report. The appendix usually includes: statistical tables (when you have more than 20
tables for eg), forms, letters, reminders, interview sheets, blank questionnaires, charts, tables,

lengthy questions, report of cases (if follow-up or case studies have been conducted).



